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         Den. macranthum                           Coel carinata                          Bulb. Wilbur Chang 
                  

   
 

 Aranda Chao Praya ‘Sunset’    Bcd. Gilded Tower ‘Mystic                  Neolehmanni. porpax              
                                                                                       Maze’ 

Den. Asternova ‘Snow Drop’ x Chao  
          Phal. Bellina                                                                           Praya 

 
 
 

  Den. Pat Ward x Kuranda        
 Classic x Udomsri x Michael 
                                    Sandol 
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          Den. superbiens                                  Den. Pearl Vera                    Den. bigibbum v. superbum   
                                                                                                                                        ‘Carolyn’ 

  Den. bigibbum                                     Den. Asternova Eclipse x 
       D. Sister Ann-Maree x D. Dal’s 
      Delux x Dal’s Queen 

Phal. Summer Rose ‘Blue Star’ 
 
 
 
                                                             Den. bigibbum   
 

 
 
 
                                                                               Spathiphyllum 
                                                                                       Varigated 
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MARCH CULTURAL DAY MEETING BENCHING RESULTS 
 

Cattleya 
Exhibition 

C. Hertha 
‘Oazadak’ x  
Rlc. Mem. 
Crispin Rosales 

Andrew Any Other 
Hybrid 

Bulb. Wilbur 
Chang 

Geoff & Carol 

    

Cattleya 
Cluster & 
Novelty 

Rth. Jean 
Cannons 
‘Perfection’ 

Vic & Linda Australian 
Native 
Hybrids 

Den. 
Superbiens 

Bob & Fran 

Bc. Binosa Kirk Vic & Linda Den. Pearl Vera Mark  

C. Precious 
Stones x C. 
Caudebec x 
Jungle Queen 

Andrew Den. Aussie 
Angel 

Wayne 

Cattleya  
Mini & 
Compact 

Ctna. Quantum 
Spirit ‘Fringe 
Benefits’ 

Trevor Species  
Over 25mm 

Coel. carinata Nev Bone 

Ctna. Quantum 
Spirit ‘Fringe 
Benefits’ 

Trevor    

Slc. Sierra Doll x 
Slc. Circle of 
Life 

Trevor   

Vanda Aranda Woleco 
‘Magenta’ 

Wayne Species 
Under  
25mm 

Neolehmanni 
porpax 

Nev Bone 

Aranda Chao 
Praya ‘Sunset’ 

Vic & Linda Den. 
macranthum 

Nev Bone 

Aranda Madame 
Panni 

Wayne   

Phalaenopsis 

 
 

Phal. Unknown Robyn & 
Garry 

Aust. Native 
Species 

 

Den. bigibbum Trevor 

Phal. Summer 
Rose ‘Blue Star’ 

Peter Den. bigibbum Mark 

Phal. bellina Peter Den. bigibbum Mark 

Foliage Spathiphyllum 
Varigated 

Graham Novice 
Species 
  

 

Den. bigibbum 
v. superbum 

Michael 

  Den. bigibbum Shelley 

Dendrobium 
Hybrids          

 

D. Asternova 
‘Snow Drop’ x 
Chao Praya 
‘Gem’ 

Wayne Novice Any 
Other 

Bcd. Gilded 
Tower ‘Mystic 
Maze 

Kay & John 

D. Pat Ward x 
Kuranda Classic 
x Udomsri x 
Michael Sadol 

Robyn & 
Garry 

D. Asternova x 
Sister Ann-
Maree x D. 
Dal’s Delux x 
Dal’s Queen 

Michael 

D. Pink Panda Graham D. Udomsri x 
Jacquelyn x 
Barrabui’s 
‘Dark Knight’ 

Shelley 
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JUDGES CHOICE & POPULAR VOTE:     
 

Rth. Jean Cannons ‘Perfection’                             

 
Vic & Linda 
                                                                     

 
The highlighted orchids have had a name change.  
C. Precious Stones x C. Caudebec = C. Precious Spots 
Slc. Sierra Doll x Slc. Circle of Life = C. Lindy-Lou 
 
 
PRESIDENT REPORT 
 
Welcome Again 

Where did the last month go? 

Our new growers meeting was held at Geoff & Carol’s place, thanks to them for having us there. 23 of 
us attended and I think we all learnt a lot, thanks to Geoff & Jim. 

Our Winter Show will be held on Friday & Saturday the 12th & 13th July and set up on the11th July. The 
schedule, schedule rules and conditions of entry and schedule definitions are now ready for 
distribution, and you can print them out from our web page in the members information section. Any 
member that does not have a computer please see me and I will print you off a copy. 

Our Mini Show & Winter Show is not far away, if any member can assist in any way, please contact 
Fran McCoy on phone No 041986142 as Fran is the show coordinator and Robyn is the coordinator for 
the administration and ordering of various items.  

If you want more barcoding forms, for the Mini Show please see or ring Garry Denkel on 0429854404    
Barcoding forms can be printed from the web page. The completed form must be given to Garry or 
Robyn on or before Friday the 12th of April. 

 Regards 

George 
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COS MINI SHOW ARTICLE 

 
Our 2024 COS closed Mini- Show will be held from 2-4th May at the Square Shopping Centre in King St, 
Caboolture. 
Our show will be outside Coles and Lincraft near the top of the stairs. (less than 6 weeks!!) 
Set up day Wednesday afternoon from 3pm. 
Wanted- A spectacular display of orchids and foliage with lots of plants to sell on the tables 
behind. Your commission is our income. 
                  - Helpers needed for set up. 
                  - Baking and craft items donated so funds from these will go to Childrens’ Brain Cancer 
Research. 
                   - Lots of volunteers over 3 days. Robyn is organising the roster. Please let her know when 
you are available.  
  
We will be open from 7.00am on 2nd, 3rd and 4th May. We finish at 8pm on Thursday 2nd and Friday 
3rd May. 
The show will finish and pull down at 3pm on Saturday 4th May. 
 In the meantime:   
1. Order any required barcodes needed for this show from Garry Denkel by end of March if at all 
possible. The order form is available via our COS website. 1 barcode per plant only. His email address 
to send your completed order form is cosfigures@gmail.com 

2. Remember to only select plants that you have had for at least the last 6 months to either show or 
sell. 
3. Get your plants ready, making sure they are weed, pest and virus free. 
4. Our show by-laws are on our website under membership information, as are our plant list and 
conditions of sale documents. Try and access them so you know what to expect. 
5.Please advertise our show through your own networks as well. We would like lots of people to come 
visit and see your skills in orchid growing. 
 
 

At our next monthly meeting, we will have some cream card labels on which you can print in large font 
the plant name and your member number. 
 
Fran McCoy 
Show Convenor 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Please advise the committee if you wish to make a presentation at a 
meeting or if there is a particular topic you want information on or have 

an informative article you would like to contribute to the newsletter.  
THIS IS YOUR CLUB BE INVOLVED 
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BRIBIE ISLAND EASTER ORCHID SHOW. 
 
Please consider supporting this show as in previous years with benching your orchids.  
 
You will need to transport your own orchids to this show on set up day, Thursday 28th March in the 
afternoon and pick up at the close of the show on Saturday 30th at 2pm.  
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
SUNSHINE COAST ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW. 
 
Due to our planned bus trip being on the last day of the above mentioned show, if you intend to 
bench orchids at this show, you will need to transport them up to Caloundra yourself on set up day 
Thursday 4th  in the afternoon and pick them up on Saturday afternoon at the close of the show at 
2pm.  

 
All our members who usually do this task are on the bus trip.  
  
Please consider supporting this show as we usually do if you are free to do so.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

To new members Johann (Hans) & 
Marianne & Connie. 

Hope you enjoy being part of 
Caboolture Orchid Society. 

 
To any members who have celebrated 

a Birthday in March. 

 
GET WELL SOON to 

any member who 
hasn’t been well 

lately or is 
recovering from a 

hospital stay. 
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BARK SUPPLIES 
There are several sizes available to purchase in a 35lt bag.  
Due to an increase in the price of bark & transport costs, the price for members per bag has 
increased to $40. 
If any member wishes to purchase bark, contact Ian to arrange a time to pick up from his home. 
Payment to be made on pick up. 

POTS FOR SALE 
A selection of black plastic pots are for sale at each cultural meeting. Various sizes are available.  
A range of other accessories are also available for sale. 
We now have a sterilising solution available for sale – Trisodium Phosphate 
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APRIL 

5th  
6th   

SUNSHINE COAST OS SHOW - Uniting Church Hall, Cnr Queen & 
Ulm St Caloundra. SEE NOTE ON PG. 7 

9.00-4.00 
9.00-2.00 

6th  
  

COS BUS TRIP – Ipswich Garden Spectacular – Silkstone 
State School.  
See further details on Pg. 10 & 11   

 

6th  ANOS (Kabi) Autumn Show (1 day) – Geebung RSL, Newman Rd 
Geebung 

8.30-4.30 

12th  
13th  

CHILDERS & ISIS OS SHOW 
 

 

13th  
14th  

PINE RIVERS OS SHOW – Kallangur State School Hall 
 

8.30-2.00 
8.30-1.00 

13th  
14th  

EDOS SHOW – Belmont Shooting Complex 
 

8.30-4.00 
8.30-2.00 

19th 

20th  
REDCLIFFE OS SHOW – Scarborough Bowls Club 
 

8.30-3.00 
8.30-2.00 

19th  COS CULTURAL MEETING – Combined Services Hall – Hayes 
St Caboolture.  
Please bring a small plate of food to share.  

1.00 

20th  SOUTH BURNETT OS SHOW – Diggers Club Wondai 
 

 

22nd COS Committee Meeting – Supper Room, Morayfield 
Community Hall. 
 

1.00 

 27th  
28th  

GYMPIE & District OS SHOW – Indoor Bowls Club Hall – Graham 
St Gympie 

 

  

MAY 

 2nd 3rd  
4th  

COS MINI SHOW – Caboolture Square Shopping Centre – King St 
Caboolture 
SET UP Wed 1st May from 3pm  

 

10th – 12th   

 
BUNDABERG OS SHOW – Civic Centre 
 

 

10th  
11th 

NOOSA OS SHOW – (Closed Show)  

11th MAROOCHYDORE OS SHOW (Closed Show) Bli Bli  

17th  COS Cultural Meeting - Combined Services Hall – Hayes St 
Caboolture.  
Please bring a small plate of food to share. 

1.00 

    20th          COS Committee Meeting – Supper Room, Morayfield 
Community Hall. 
 

1.00 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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Six orchid care tips for the rainy season - from Orchid Anu on the web. 

The monsoon downpours have begun, and your orchids will get a fresh lease of life when you make 

the most of the season and allow them to soak in its goodness. Rich in Nitrates, phosphorus, and 

Vitamin B12 producing bacteria floating in the air, rainwater also comes with a balanced pH 

optimal for the growth of your orchids, thereby helping them thrive and bloom during their cycle. 

But the trick here is to expose your orchids in the right way, for the right time, and to check 

thereafter that they are growing well and not facing issues of rot. 

Read on to learn more about my six orchid care tips for the rainy season to take full advantage of 

the rains. An added benefit would be that we can look forward to some respite from our regular 

watering and fertilizing schedule and focus on other orchid related projects. 

My windowsill vanda orchids enjoying the rains. 

After the hot and dusty summers, your orchids will welcome the rains with gusto. The first 

shower will drench your orchids and invigorate them to produce new growths and roots in 

abundance. The spurt in growth is significantly noticeable, some shooting up by almost a 

centimetre in a single day. As the leaves and stems get drenched and water trickles down the 

stems and into the roots, you notice visible changes such as a bright green colour, turgid 

leaves and new growths that are almost bursting out of their sheaths. Well, that’s not all. 

Rainwater will swell up the buds on the nodes, which develop into spikes in the case of 

vandas, oncidiums and phaenopsis, just as you will find buds pushing themselves out of their 

sheaths, as in the case of cattleyas. Such is the amazing impact of the rain on your orchids. 

This should come as no surprise to you, knowing that most orchids, in their natural habitat 

grow in the rain forests, where there are frequent downpours and a predominantly humid 

environment. Epiphytic orchids (orchids that grow on trees) get drenched in the rains and 

spread out their roots on the tree trunks. Since the roots are exposed to air, they tend to dry 

off quickly and therefore roots do not rot even with repeated downpours. The leaves and 

crown are so arranged that water that falls on them just slips away and falls down or trickles 

down all the way down along the stem. Also, the breeze following a downpour quickly dries 

off the plants, preventing collection of water and microorganisms in the crown and other 

nooks and crevices. 

I strictly avoided wetting the leaves and only watered the orchids in the root region earlier. I 

did face crown rot and stem rot issues.  So, I decided to make the orchids resistant to crown 

rot by spraying them down with my gardening spray pump. 

I took this step as I have a west facing windows, which allow good air circulation. So, if you do 

not have good air circulation in your grow area or do not have a fan to circulate air, then this 

is best avoided. 

Initially, when I began spraying water, I found water pooling in the crown even after hours 

after i was done with watering. So, I used to tip the pots to drain out the water from the 
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crown. But after some days, I noticed the orchids draining out water from the crown 

automatically. Talk about adaptation! 🙂 I have never faced crown rot issues after that, even 

during the rainy season when there is a continuous downpour. 

Providing an environment that mimics nature 

However, growing orchids in your home environment or in a greenhouse is quite another 

story. The growing conditions you provide in terms of potting media, light and air movement 

will vary based on your climatic conditions. Growing phalaenopsis orchids with their crown 

positioned vertically to provide an aesthetically pleasing display, may not exactly be 

conducive for exposing your orchids to the rain. To remove the tediousness of everyday 

watering, we have also modified our care routine by growing orchids in moisture retentive 

medium. While this can work well during the warm dry summers, it can adversely affect your 

orchids if they are continuously exposed to the rain during the monsoon. 

I grow my orchids on my windowsill, in my tropical grow conditions using organic potting 

mixes of pine bark and sphagnum moss. Warm summers are followed by the rainy season. 

While I make some superficial changes to provide a conducive environment for growth during 

various seasons, additional care needs to be taken so that the orchids don’t develop issues 

such as fungal and bacterial rot. Taking care of these issues will help you provide the right 

amount of exposure to rain, which will stimulate growth and blooming in your orchid. 

Let us begin with the commonly faced issues when our orchids are exposed to rain: 

                                                Leaf rot in cattleya orchid 

1. Crown Rot – This is one of the most 

common issues faced by orchid hobbyists 

when their orchids are exposed to rain. 

When rainwater collects in the crowns of 

monopodial plants such as phalaenopsis or 

vanda orchids, the long exposure to 

moisture, along with the bacteria and fungi 

that are on the surface of the leaves, tend to 

create an unhealthy environment for the 

orchid, wherein the bacteria and fungi start multiplying due to excessively moist 

conditions. This leads to rotting of the tender tissue in the crown of the plant. The 

infection spreads to the other portions of the stem and the plant slowly begins to lose 
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its leaves. Timely intervention can help you save the orchid, but it will set back its 

growth and blooming to some extent. 

2. Rotting of leaves – Rain drops often collect in the base of the axil of the leaves. These 

regions are snugly bound to the stem and can allow moisture to accumulate. This 

again leads to an environment conducive for bacterial and fungal growth. Since the 

leaves are arranged on either side of the stem or pseudobulb in the case of vanda, 

phalaenopsis, oncidium and tolumnia, dendrobium and other such orchids, the 

infection spreads quickly to the stem and other parts. Sometimes, soft water-filled 

black spots appear on the leaves. If left untreated, they quickly spread and destroy the 

whole leaf and subsequently the stem. Only timely intervention and appropriate 

remedial measures can save the plant. 

3. Root rot – Moisture retentive medium such as sphagnum moss, when added to the 

potting medium tends to hold copious amounts of water. This is utilised by the the 

plant and the medium dries off after a couple of days. But when your orchids soak up 

rainwater, the medium remains damp for prolonged periods, then fungal and bacterial 

infections become rampant. The roots become soggy and begin rotting. The first sign 

of root rot is when the leaves become thin and dehydrated despite moisture in the pot. 

This is indicative of a damaged root system. If not treated on time, the infection quickly 

travels up the root, to the rhizome and the pseudobulbs. This further causes the leaves 

and stem to turn yellow and black, and decay. 

4. Rot of new growths – Just as with crown rot, rainwater that remains trapped in new 

growths of oncidium and cattleya orchids can also lead to bacterial and fungal rot. As 

the water travels into the crevices, it collects bacteria and fungi on the surface of the 

plant and its narrow vertical structure does not allow air to enter and dry up the 

moisture. The prolonged dampness promotes bacterial and fungal attack on the roots, 

leading to rotting of the delicate tissue. Losing a new growth to rot can lead to setback 

for the plant as these new shoots are the ones that would mature and bloom in the 

coming season. Moreover, orchids put out new roots through these new growths. If 

the orchid does not have a healthy root system, then this could prove to be a major 

setback for the plant. So, these delicate new growths need to be protected from 

rainfall. 

Advantages of rainwater for your orchids 

Now you must be wondering that if there is so much of risk involved, then why you should 

even consider placing your orchids in the rain. Well, for the simple reason that rainwater has 

manifold benefits on your orchids. The first and foremost being that it has the right pH of 

around 6.5, which is suitable for healthy orchid growth and blooming. 

During rains, Nitrogen from the atmosphere is converted to oxides of Nitrogen by lightning. 

Oxide gases of nitrogen and sulphur, along with carbon-dioxide from the atmosphere, are 

brought down to the earth by rain. The Nitrogen is converted to nitrates when it dissolves in 

rainwater. 
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As the rainwater comes down, some of the nitrates are converted to metabolic by-products 

such as Vitamin B12  by bacteria in the air and on the surface of plants. This is rich in 

Nitrogen and Phosphorus (If you check out the structure of Vitamin B12, you will find several 

nitrogen atoms and a phosphate group in each molecule). Vitamin B12 cannot be absorbed 

by plants directly, so it is broken down by bacteria and fungi to form soluble nitrates and 

phosphates. These are then readily absorbed by the plants, resulting in the instant greening 

effect on plants seen after rainy showers. I allow my orchids to soak up the rain. The results 

are simply amazing. They develop a lush green hue that is incomparably beautiful and 

healthy. 

Another advantage of rainfall is that it can help your dehydrated orchids become hydrated 

and healthy once again. Since rainwater is readily absorbable, you can place your severely 

dehydrated orchid in rain and the leaves and pseudobulbs will plump up again. I have revived 

quite a few orchids that were dehydrated due to an inadequate root system. The plant 

basically gets a new lease of life and will begin producing new roots and growths when it gets 

soaked in the rain. 

This cattleya sheath grew almost a centimetre in length after a 

continuous downpour. 

Healthy plants thrive in the rain by shooting up to almost a centimetre in length of new 

growths, leaves, and roots. Spikes and sheaths also begin to develop as a result of rain. I have 

known cases where a vanda orchid did not bloom for ten consecutive years, but bloomed in 

the eleventh year, when the hobbyist allowed th vanda to soak up the rain during monsoon. 

Such is the power of rainwater. In fact, experienced orchid hobbyists often collect rainwater 

in large clean storage tanks and water their orchids with it throughout the year. 

Now let us understand how you can effectively provide the above advantages without 

adversely affecting or damaging your orchids. A little care will help you keep your orchids safe 

while exposing them to the rain. While most of your orchids will thrive in the rain, you may 

face issues in some orchids based on their health. You need to watch over them with a keen 

eye, for any signs of susceptibility. 
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Six care tips for your orchids during the rainy season: 

Follow these six cautious care tips to protect your orchids when you expose them to rain: 

1. Prepare your orchids for the rainy season. 

My tropical grow conditions are ideally suited for warm growing orchids. During summers, 

the climate tends to get very warm and dry, increasing my frequency of watering. To increase 

humidity, I superficially line up the periphery of the pot with sphagnum moss. This provides 

humidity and keeps the orchids cool. But come rainy season, and I remove this top layer of 

moss and replace it with bark chips. This prevents excessive moisture retention, which would 

lead to rotting of the orchid roots and stems. 

Along with this, I also clean up the leaves of the orchids with a soft cloth or sponge dipped in 

mild dish-wash solution and allow them to dry under a fan. This removes any superficial dust 

and mites. 

 
Small waterproof bags can be used to cover the new growths. 

 

When it begins to rain, I use small polythene bags to cover the new growths and protect them 

from holding moisture. I followed this tip from the YouTube channel, My Green Pets, and it 

has worked just fine for me. 
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• Prevent retention of moisture for a prolonged period 

Ensure water does not get retained in the crown of the 

orchid. 

Since we grow orchids upright as opposed to how 

they grow in the wild, water tends to pool up in the 

crown area of the pseudobulb, leading to rot. To 

prevent this from happening to your orchids, you 

can allow them to soak in the rain and once it is 

saturated, tilt the pot slightly and allow the excess 

water to run off along the axil of the youngest leaf. 

This will allow minimal moisture to remain in the 

crown, which can easily be dried up by air-drafts. 

Tip your orchid pots at an angle to allow excess water to drain 

out. 

If you grow your orchids outdoors in your balcony, patio or on your windowsill, the breeze 

will dry off the remaining moisture. But remember to tip the pots sidewards at a 45º angle so 

that excess water does not remain trapped in the pot. Alternatively, place the orchids under a 

fan. This will ensure that they dry off quickly. You could also draw out the moisture by rolling 

up absorbent paper and blotting out the moisture. 

• Check on your orchids after they get wet in the rain. 

 

One way to ensure your orchids are safe, is to check them every day for signs of infections 

and rot, especially after you have exposed them to rainfall. Catching infections, rot and pest 

infestations early on will help you save your orchid by taking appropriate preventive 

measures. Look out for soft, damp, dark spots on the leaves. This is an indication of leaf rot. 

Also, yellowing, and soft rot in the crown region or the stem indicates crown rot and stem rot, 

respectively. These require immediate remedial action. 

• Ensure a good wet-dry cycle. 
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While it rains almost every day during the season, we cannot give our orchids the advantage 

of getting soaked day-after-day during the season. The reason being that we pot our orchids 

in moisture retentive organic medium like coconut chips, sphagnum moss and bark chips. 

Good drainage and adequate ventilation holes ensure a 

healthy environment for root growth. 

 

Excessive retention of rainwater can lead to a soggy 

environment. Orchid roots do not like prolonged 

soaking wet conditions and quickly begin to rot. 

Excessive moisture over prolonged periods in the 

medium makes the medium very acidic. This is either 

caused by excessive moisture retention due to 

moisture absorbent media or due to poor drainage 

and ventilation of the pots. You need to ensure that 

both these issues are set right before you think of soaking up your orchids in the rain. If not 

detected early on, the rotting can even spread to the pseudobulbs, and destroy the plant 

completely.  

 

To prevent rot from setting in, you need to limit the exposure of your potted orchids to 

rainfall. Let your potted orchids reach near-dry conditions before allowing them to soak up 

rainwater again. If they are already moist, do not expose them to rain again as excessive 

moisture in the medium will promote rotting of roots and new growths. 

If your orchids are potted in any inorganic material that is non-absorbent ar are bare root, 

you can go ahead and allow them to soak in the rain during the entire season. Just ensure 

they dry up after each soak so that no water pools up in the new growths and crowns. You 

can easily tip your mounts to one side to drain out any moisture that is trapped in new 

growths or sheaths. 

Inorganic media is a safe bet during the rainy season due to 

good aeration of the medium 

• Take quick remedial action if you observe signs of rotting. 



18 
 

Once you identify any rot issues in any of your orchids, you need to take quick remedial 

action to treat them at the earliest. 

Cutting off the rotted portion of the leaf on time can help 

save your orchid 

In the case of stem, crown, and leaf rot, you may 

have to remove the rotted tissue by cutting or 

scraping away the affected portion. Apply 

cinnamon powder on the cut surfaces to prevent 

them from getting re-infected. 

For root rot issues, you may need to cut away the 

affected portion of the roots and rhizome and 

apply 3% hydrogen peroxide to the healthy part of 

the rhizome and root system. In case the infection 

is severe, you may need to apply a suitable fungicide in below recommended proportions. 

This will help salvage the healthy portion of the plant. 

Some hobbyists recommend a fungicidal spray (prophylactic) every fifteen days to prevent 

fungal and bacterial rot. Personally, I avoid spraying harmful chemicals and instead prefer 

much conservative and harmless methods to control rot issues. I use fungicides cautiously, 

only when there is a major problem with orchids. These are highly toxic and, therefore, 

should be applied with extreme caution and care, especially if you have children and pets 

around. Also, there is the issue of development of resistance to these fungicides, which will 

render the application ineffective. So please use them selectively to isolate and treat only the 

affected plant. 

• Additional precautions to be taken. 

Once you wet your orchids in the rain, do not allow the excess water from the medium to 

drain out onto other pots. This can lead to rotting of the crown, stem, roots, leaves and also 

new growths of the orchid. The rot is mainly due to spread of infection from one pot to 

another. This can be prevented by placing a saucer under the pot to collect water or allowing 

it to drain out fully before hanging it up above your other plants. 

Another reason for spread of infection can be attributed to the use of unsterilized equipment 

for trimming your orchid leaves and roots. This can get aggravated and lead to spread of the 

infection due to a prolonged moist environment. So always sterilize your cutters with rubbing 

alcohol and flame it with necessary precaution. Ensure all safety measures are taken during 

this procedure. 

For instance, Fusarium Wilt is a fungal disease that is commonly spread by sharing of water 

and using unsterilized pruners or cutters for trimming your orchids. 
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For more information on orchid diseases, pest infestations as well as their treatment and 

preventive measures, you can read my post How to save your orchids from pests and 

diseases. 

Armed with these tips, you can confidently allow your orchids to soak up in the rain and get 

all its inherent advantages. This will promote their healthy growth and blooming. And you get 

some respite from watering your orchids. Just watching them soak in the rain will make you 

very happy. After all, growing orchids is also about keeping ourselves peppy and happy. 

 
TIME FOR A LAUGH 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

     Quote for this month! 

 

 

This bulletin is intended to provide general information and cultural notes only. Caboolture Orchid 
Society Inc. members of the society or the Editor will not be responsible for any loss of property or 
injury to any person acting on the information contained in this Bulletin. Cultural advice provided 
is a guide only and may not suit individual growers. It is the responsibility of the individual to 
validate such advice before applying. 
Articles appearing in this Bulletin may be reproduced but please acknowledge the Author and 
Publication. 

Friendship is about standing by 
your friends’ side on good days 
and standing closer on bad days.  

https://orchidanu.com/2021/02/02/how-to-save-your-orchid-from-pests-and-diseases/
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